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MEETING OF EXPERTS ON LAW OF THE SEA 
The CDCC Work Programme at Section I "Marine Resources" includes 
the mandate that the ECLA Secretariat should convene a meeting of the 
member States of the Committse at Expert level« The primary task of 
the Experts would he to develop the possibilities for establishing a 
Special Regime for the Caribbean within the framework of the global 
convention on the Law of the Sea. 
The following draft provisional agenda is proposed with a view to 
obtaining the initial reaction of the Committee. These might include 
amendments to the items or additions so as to determine more precisely 
the scope yf considerations. 
DRAFT PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
1. Opening statements. 
2« Election of Officers.. 
3. Discussion and adoption of the Agenda. 
4. Basic rights and essential economic interests of CDCC countries 
in relation to the resources of the sea. 
5. Establishment of a Special Regime of the Law of the Sea in the 
Caribbean within the framework of the future general Law of the 
§ 6 6 l e 
BJfeixium of Officers 
The Rules of Procedure of the Caribbean Development and Co-operatioa 
Committee (CDCC) provide that there should be a Chairman, two Vice-
chairmen and a Rapporteur, the Chairman being the leader of the delegation 
of the host country. No alternative provisions are made in the Rules of 
Procedure regarding composition of the bureau for specialist meetings 
convened under the aegis of the CDCC or for subsidiary bodies of the CDCC. 
Discussion and adoption of the Agenda 
The CDCC Work Programme at Section I - Marine Resources - states 
"In order to assist the member States of the CDCC to protect 
their basic rights and essential economic interests as regards 
marine resources and to deal comprehensively with these matters,, 
it has been requested that the ECLA secretariat convene a special 
meeting of the member States of the Committee, at the Expert 
level ..... The agenda of the meeting of experts should include, 
inter alia, an exchange of views on the issues being examined at 
the Conference on the Law of the Sea, with a view to .... obtain-
ing, within the framework of the future general Law of the Sea, 
a Special Regime on the Law of the Sea for the Caribbean." 
Accordingly the ECLA secretariat proposes two main items for 
considerations 
i) Basic rights and essential economic interests of CDCC 
countries in relation to the resources of the sea; 
ii) Establishment of a Special Regime of the Law of the 
Sea in the Caribbean within the framework of the 
future general Law of the Sea. 
Basic rights and essential economic interests of CDCC countries in 
relation to the resources of the sea 
Two of the guidelines provided in the Constituent Declaration of 
the Caribbean Development and Co-operation Committee (CDCC) are -
"Recognising the importance and relevance of the sea 
and all its resources for the development, co-operation and 
self-determination of the Caribbean psopies;" 
"Reaffirming in the spirit of various United Nations 
resolutions, thnt the countries of the aah-region have the 
inalienable right to exercise permanent sovereignty over 
their natural resources and economic activities, including 
nationalization, and that the countries of the Caribbean 
are united as in mutual support and solidarity against 
any form of economic action, pressure or coercion that 
might be used against any one of them for having exercised 
its legitimate rights;". 
More specific reference is made in the Work Programme to live 
marine resources in the terms -
"More rational advantage should be taken of th® fishery 
resources of the Caribbean as, among other thiags, their 
exploitation would contribute to a considerable increase 
in the supply of low-priced protein-yielding foods, ...." 
"It will be necessary to examine environmental pro-
tection of the Caribbean and its shore line from such 
dangers as oil spillage and its adverse effects on the 
exploitation of (live) marine resources. The availability 
of live marine resources in the area and their processing 
at sea and in shore-based plants will also be studied." 
Fulfilment of the various references provided by the CDCC would 
require the Experts to initiate an assessment of the basic rights and 
essential economic interests of CDCC countries in the marine resources 
of the Caribbean. For this purpose country papers contributed by the 
CDCC States would be essential. 
Establishment of a Special Regime of the Law of the Sea in the 
Caribbean within the framework of the future general Law of the Sea 
The Constituent Declaration of the Caribbean Development and 
Co-operation Committee (CDCC) at item 9 of its operative part requires 
that there be an examination of "...». the question of a common 
Caribbean position on the Law of the Sea aimed specifically at 
securing international recognition for a Special Regime for the 
Caribbean multi-State archipelago within the framework of the new 
Internatiap&l Convention on th© Lew ©f the S<e&." 
. A n n e x I I 
M e e t i n g o f R e c t o r s o f U n i v e r s i t i e s 
a n d H e a d s o f R e s e a r c h I n s t i t u t i o n s 
The CDCC decided at its first session that in the context of 
mutual sub-regional co-operation in the transfer and adaptation of 
imported technologies and the development of indigenous technologies, 
particularly in food technology and food production, it will he 
necessary to review the possibilities of developing close collaboration 
among the universities, faculties and institutes of technology, 
engineering and agriculture in the area. It was further decided that 
collaboration among the universities and other research institutions 
could be the subject of a special sectoral meeting of the Rectors of 
Universities of the Caribbean under the sponsorship of the Cormaitte, 
in Port of Spain, in close collaboration with the United Nations 
University. This meeting would discuss science and technology, the 
production and processing of foodstuffs, care for health (mainly in 
rural areas), and education in its relationship to development. 
Parallel with the CDCC decisions, there was an endorsement by the 
Council of the UN University at its June 1975 meeting in New York, that 
there should he established an association of the UN University and 
Universities in the Caribbean. On this basis the UN University 
initiated formal discussions with the Rectors of Caribbean Universities 
in the context ofs (a) a UN University presence and influence aimed at 
(1) fostering international intellectual co-operation in the Caribbean, 
(2) increasing production, (3) improving the quality of life with 
reference to (i) science and the development of technology, (ii) increas-
ing the production of food through intensification of research and 
application of appropriate technology, (iii) public health and rural 
medical care; and (b) organising through ECLA. and its Office for the 
Caribbean, a meeting of Rectors and Heads of Faculties concerned 
(Technology and Engineering, Agriculture and Medicine). 
Froia that round of discussions, the general view emerged that the 
meeting should not be confined to Heads of Universities, and that it 
could be desirable to enlarge the scope of the conference to include 
government ministers and public officials concerned with higher 
education and other organisations and agencies within the Caribbean 
- a -
like UNICa>!// CAEICOM (The Caribbean Community); and the CDB (Caribbean 
Development Bank). These Caribbean organizations, it was felt, would 
have a great deal to contribute towards the success of such a conference. 
The general view regarding desirable mechanics was that; 
(a) The meeting should be held in two stages; stage one being 
confined to specialists and technical experts such as Deans of Faculties 
and appropriate Government Officials in the four fields of agriculture, 
medicine/public health, technology/engineering and education, who would 
explore the main technical issues and obstacles to co-operation aad 
effective development in the four subject areas and set out a detailed 
agenda; and stage two; the plenary conference attended by the Heads 
of the Universities and if possible Ministers of Education or Planning9 
and representatives of the agencies that would review and take deeiisieas 
on the broad policy issues. 
(b) A planning and organization committee be set up in Trinidad, 
comprising the Pro-Vice Chancellor of U.W'.I. at St. Augustine, Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Guyana, a representative of the 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago, and the Director of EC LA Offic® fs-r 
the Caribbean, to proceed with the detailed planning and organizational 
work of the conference. 
(c) The United Nations University to provide one officer a month 
before the start of the conference who will serve as a full-time 
co-ordinator and work with the conference planning and organising 
committee from the EC IA Office. 
j/ The Association of Caribbean Universities* which includes la 
addition to universities within the Caribbean region, members fro® 
the mainlands of North, Central and South America. 
